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I aim to give an outline and description of the recent course I attended at the Rural College in Draperstown on the 28th and 29th November.

Before attending the course I really had no specific idea of what to expect from the weekend other than hope that by the end of it, I had gained in personal development and knowledge regarding the Trade Union and hope that I might be able to take something away with me that I could use in dealing with my membership in the future.

From the outset the event felt relaxed and none intimidating, it was warming to amalgamate as a group of like minded Trade-Unionists and put our thoughts and ideas together and to share our own workplace experiences. Once the facilitators began and introduced themselves, it was down to business.
We covered a variety of subjects ranging from what is a Trade Union in its historical context? Through to new model Trade Unionism and I learned a lot about the in between stages that personally I had never given much thought before. Linking the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Age of Enlightenment and noting how the progressive relationship throughout these ages brought us to the place we find ourselves today. Indeed it reflects the importance of education and self evaluation at whatever stage in life, so as we do not become trapped in a one dimensional mindset or alienated from those whom we represent.   After the mornings discussions and a break for lunch, we separated into various sub-groups and carried out workshops covering topics like colonialism, equality (which definitely tested the mind) and into a more economic/ political area.
This started out as my least favourite bit of the weekend, we all fear that which we don’t know or understand and I feared I would be the most ignorant in the group with regards to the topic at hand, again, this fear was quickly put to rest as a facilitator pointed out that individually we might not have the knowledge or understanding but collectively and in our groups, we did ! This too bore witness to a united body working together and the need for a culmination of minds to advance as a group or body. We looked at capitalism vs labour and the effects of free market regarding social change and indeed the effect on our environment as a whole. Throughout these discussions I was challenged with a vocabulary and concepts which were not new but new to me, terminology such as Laissez faire, Fordism, Taylorism and Keynesianism. I was led to understand each of these areas and see once more how the progression through each of these led us to where we are now and the challenge which faces us all involved in Trade Unions, What next? Where do we go from here? 
Certainly the road ahead isn’t an easy one and with the problem such as the new Union busting firms in place to try and defragment us, we face tough times. Unfortunately with Neo liberal/ Capitalist governments in place and stuck at a time of economic crisis our greatest hurdle begins with overcoming that sense of individualism and fear of losing social standing, when the nation is in debt and our strings are being pulled by Capitalist puppet masters, it will be a challenge to reach the worker in fear of oppression and encourage them to take control of their own labour value once more. As leaders within our various unions we must at least attempt to educate the worker and have them understand their strength and how much the capitalist relies on their labour for their greed and profit. 
In closing I would just like to once again thank Trademark for presenting and hosting the course, I didn’t leave with a piece I least enjoyed, I left with a much more in-depth understanding of the history and politics behind Trade Unionism and a sense of inner worth for being part of it,(something which is not often felt in the workplace!) All in all I would highly recommend the course to any individual interested in the union and my only critique would be the duration of the course, I would have liked it to run for an entire weekend with perhaps a specific time set aside where I could be shown how best to present these thoughts to my own colleagues in work and a little more time given to open debate amongst the group. 

Thank you.  

